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for me. The French soldiers love their country too much to
act the part of the Macedonians." *

To the chief generals a separate section will be devoted;
but there are many regimental, brigade, and divisional
commanders whom it will be impossible to notice separately.
Several of them rose to the highest rank. Generally speaking,
the Officers and non-commissioned officers were of excellent
quality and great experience in war.

The discipline of the army was certainly not such as
would be approved at the present time, either in the case of
the officers or in that of the men. De Fezensac mentions t
that Marchand changed the cantonments of his division three
times without vouchsafing any information to Ney, the
commander of the corps. Marauding, chiefly in search of
food, was common amongst the men. Even Thiers puts the
number of men " absent" after Eylau at 60,000,

(V) THE RUSSIAN  ARMY.

Of the Eussian army of 1806 $ we have an account by
Sir Eobert Wilson, avowedly written with a favourable bias.
Still, being written by an eyewitness, at a time when
England was at war with Eussia, it seems reasonable to
accept it as, on the whole, correct, at any rate as regards
facts,

The infantry consisted of men between the ages of 18 and
40, generally of small stature, but endowed with considerable
physical strength and inured to hardships of all sorts. They
could bear the stress of the worst weather, and, at the same
time, could subsist on the scantiest fare. The keynote to

* Vie de Napoleon^ li. 434. This work is in the form of a narrative
supposed to be addressed by the spirit of Napoleon in the next world to an
audience of all the great commanders who preceded him. The words quoted
here Napoleon is made to represent as used by himself to a connoisseur. They
would, therefore, appear to have been his own actual views.

t Souvenirs Mttitaw<&) p> 139.

t For this account of the Eussian army, see chiefly Wilson, pp, 1-70.